BRIEFS
Expect traffic
slowdowns
on east side

News

Motorists in Cupertino
might experience the occasional traffic delay near
Stevens Creek Boulevard, N.
Tantau Avenue and Vallco
Parkway until June 28, according to the city.
Contractors began performing work in the area
in late February. Periodic
single-lane closures and potential delays are expected.
Work will be done on
Stevens Creek Boulevard between Blaney and N. Tantau
avenues; N. Tantau Avenue
between Stevens Creek Boulevard and Vallco Parkway;
and Vallco Parkway between
N. Tantau Avenue and 19191
Vallco Parkway.

Persian New
Year event
on March 12
A celebration of the Persian
New Year of Nowruz is coming March 12 near Cupertino.
A free event is scheduled
from 6 to 10 p.m. at the International Performing Arts
Center, 6148 Bollinger Road,
in San Jose.
The celebration will feature
Persian food, bazaar-style
shopping, two live DJs, vocal
performances by Rushid
Safarzadeh and other live
performances.
The event is hosted by the
International Performing
Arts Center, Payvand Cultural Education and Iranian
Federated Women’s Club.

Workshop
offers tips
on student aid
A student financial aid
workshop will be held on
Briefs, page 7
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Touting cost effectiveness, some residents want the Don Burnett Bicycle-Pedestrian Bridge to be included as part of the
discussion for potential trail routes in the Stevens Creek Trail Joint Cities Feasibility Study.

Trail study sparks debate over bridge path
Worried neighbors
band together
By MATT WILSON

C

onnecting the Stevens
Creek Trail is like putting
together a puzzle in which
not all pieces fit perfectly.
Work continues to find feasible
and preferred alternatives to complete a multi-use trail in the Stevens Creek corridor from Mountain View to Cupertino.
The cities of Los Altos, Mountain View, Sunnyvale and Cupertino are all participating in the
Stevens Creek Trail Joint Cities
Feasibility Study with the goal of
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linking existing trails and creating
new ones.
A packed Cupertino Senior Center on Feb. 25 saw residents come
out to hear very tentative plans for
trail connection from Homestead
Road to Stevens Creek Boulevard, as well as trail connection
from Rancho San Antonio County
Park to Stevens Creek Boulevard.
The presentation was led by Jana
Sokale, principal environmental
planner for the project.
There are limited options for
creek-adjacent trails south of Fremont Avenue in Sunnyvale and
before the trail will pick up again
in the future on Stevens Creek
Boulevard, near the Blue Pheasant Restaurant, as there is less
public ownership of land, accord-

ing to Sokale.
Consultants are instead proposing bike routes and bike lanes
along existing streets, particularly
in the Maxine Avenue-Barranca
Drive neighborhood north of Interstate 280; the Stokes AvenueDempster Avenue neighborhood
and Phar Lap Drive neighborhood
south of Highway 85; and near the
railroad tracks.
Tentative plans call for a possible overcrossing or pedestrian
bridge across Interstate 280 to
link the Barranca Drive neighborhood with neighborhoods situated
south of the highway. Stevens
Creek runs not far from these proposed routes.
However, not all residents are
thrilled with the idea of bicyclists

coming into their secluded part
of town. Residents of some neighborhoods are banding together to
sway the Cupertino City Council
to consider other alternatives.
A major point of contention is
that the Don Burnett Bicycle-Pedestrian Bridge sits less than a
mile away on Mary Avenue and
already crosses Interstate 280.
The roughly 500-foot-long
bridge was opened to the public
on April 30, 2009. The bridge,
exclusively for pedestrians and
bicyclists, cost nearly $15 million
to construct. Approximately 80
percent of the funds came from
bonds, grants and the Santa Clara
Valley Transportation Authority.
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Willow Glen tops Monta Vista, stays unbeaten in mock trial final
By MATT WILSON
Willow Glen High School’s mock
trial team emerged victorious over
Monta Vista High School’s team in
the finals on Feb. 28.
Led by adviser Jim Scharf, the
Willow Glen team capped an undefeated season after reaching the
finals for the second year in a row.
The team is only in its third year.
The final was held Feb. 28 at the
Old Courthouse, 61 N. First St., in
downtown San Jose. Both teams
entered undefeated.
Mock trials pit a prosecution
team against a defense team. Each
team consists of one pre-trial attorney, three trial attorneys, four
witnesses and one court staffer.
The program runs from September through February and
culminates with a county-wide
tournament involving more than
20 local public and private schools
at the superior court building.

Bridge
Continued from page 4
Steve Elich, a resident of the
HomesteadVillaneighborhoodand
frequent user of the bridge, said
residents in all the affected neighborhoods are working together to
offer alternatives and consider the
Don Burnett Bridge or other existing routes such Foothill Boulevard.
Petitions are being gathered and
plans are in the works to meet with
Cupertino officials.
“Many of us think we should
utilize that already existing infrastructure,” Elich said. “This
is first and foremost a fiscal responsibility issue. In this austere
time, it’s not prudent to spend
[public funds] on a bridge when
one already exists. This bridge
should be the cornerstone of the
whole trail.”
Anne Ng, a member of the project’s citizens committee and supporter of Friends of the Stevens
Creek Trail, is unsure if a bike
path leading from Mary Avenue
and down Stevens Creek Boulevard, past busy Highway 85 and
near steep hills is the safest and
most bike-friendly alternative.

The competitions see actual
judges presiding and real lawyers
serving as scoring jurors. The winner of each county tournament
competes at a state tournament.
This year’s final competition
revolved around a fictitious case
of the child of the mayor of a fictional California city charged
with felony hit and run. The
prosecution asserted that the
defendant ran a stop sign due to
texting while driving, struck and
permanently injured a bicyclist
and then fled the scene.
The defense contended that
another occupant in the vehicle
was actually driving when the accident occurred and that, in any
event, neither realized they had
struck a bicyclist. The pre-trial issue was whether the defendant’s
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF SEAN LEE
apology to the investigating officer
Monta
Vista
High
School’s
mock
trial
team,
seen
here,
fell
a
bit
short
against Willow Glen in
should be excluded because the officer failed to administer Miranda the final showdown between the two undefeated teams on Feb. 28. The teams faced off in a case
involving a fictional hit-and-run incident.
warnings.
“Freeway interchanges are
the worst places for inexperienced cyclists and pedestrians,”
she said. “Stevens Creek [Boulevard] is a very intimidating
area.”
Residents are also worried
about bicyclists and strangers
someday traversing their neighborhood. The audience turned
against the Feb. 25 presentation
when Sokale said a trail could
benefit a neighborhood.
This brought audible grumbling and displeasure from the
crowd. One person shouted out
near the end of the meeting,
“Why are we wasting so much
money on this project?”
The next community outreach
meeting will likely not be until
April or May, as consultants and
staff work to read through hundreds of survey responses from
residents and meeting attendees. Sokale told the Feb. 25 audience that the staff had received
154 responses up to the Sunnyvale meeting on Jan. 30.
For more information about
the Stevens Creek Trail
Joint Feasibility Study, visit
StevensCreekTrail.inSunnyvale.
com. To watch the full Feb. 25
meeting, visit cupertino.org.
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Sheriff’s
Report
Compiled from officers of the
Santa Clara County Sheriff’s
Department’s Westside Substation.
Bicycle theft—Feb. 24, 2:55
p.m. Stevens Creek Boulevard.
A yellow Trek bicycle was stolen
from a bike rack. The bike is
valued at $200.
Burglary and drugs—Feb.
24, 1:10 p.m. N. Wolfe Road. An
unknown person was seen committing a commercial burglary
and was in possession of methamphetamine.
Theft and vehicle tampering—Feb. 24, 7:34 a.m. Homestead Road. All four wheels were
stolen off a 2007 Audi Q7 SUV at
an apartment complex.
Indecent exposure and
public urination—Feb. 23, 6:52
p.m. N. Wolfe Road and Stevens
Creek Boulevard. A man was
seen urinating behind a bus stop,
exposing his genitals to individuals and making lewd comments.
He was arrested.
Assault and battery—Feb. 23,

12:25 p.m. Homestead Road. An
argument between two men resulted in one of the men allegedly
hitting the other man in the right
forearm. The suspect was cited.
Vehicle burglary—Feb. 22,
6:04 p.m. Finch Avenue. Someone
smashed the driver’s side window
of a white 2008 Mini Cooper in a
parking lot. A Toshiba laptop and
wireless card were stolen from
the interior.
Burglary and vandalism—Feb. 22, 2:22 p.m. Newsom
Avenue. A resident returned
home to find the house ransacked
and the walls and carpet covered
with sauces and bleach. There are
no known suspects at this time.
Public intoxication—Feb. 22,
2:15 a.m. Randy Lane and Stevens
Creek Boulevard. A man was
seen wandering into traffic. The
man was arrested for being drunk
in public.
Theft—Feb. 21, 3:52 p.m.
Stevens Creek Boulevard. A
scooter was stolen from outside
of a building. Surveillance footage
showed a teenage boy taking the
$100 scooter. The footage did not
reveal the suspect’s face.
Identity theft—Feb. 20, 11:03
a.m. Valley Green Drive. A suspect used stolen credit cards at

various locations.
Drugs—Feb. 20, 9:16 a.m.
Homestead Road and Peacock
Avenue. A driver with an outstanding warrant was arrested.
The driver also had a suspended
license. The passenger was in
possession of methamphetamine
and was arrested.
Bicycle theft—Feb. 19, 6:52
p.m. McClellan Road. A bicycle
was stolen from the racks at a
high school.
Drugs—Feb. 19, 5:03 p.m.
Stevens Creek Boulevard and
N. Wolfe Road. A driver was
arrested for possession of less
than a gram of heroin, two metal
spoons with heroin residue and
five hypodermic needles.
Theft by false pretense—
Feb. 19, 2:36 p.m. Stevens Creek
Boulevard and Bandley Drive. An
89-year-old man was told that he
had won a $60,000 MercedesBenz car. He was told he could
claim his prize if he mailed the
unknown suspect $600. A prize
was never delivered.
Interested in joining Cupertino’s
Neighborhood Watch
program? Call 408.777.3177 or
email steffaniet@cupertino.
org or visit cupertino.org/
neighborhoodwatch.
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